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RECEV 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: RUW 

SEP 2 7 2001 

Applicants are aware of the information listed in the attachecrfbrm that may be material 
to the prosecution of the above-identified patent application. TO ^ 

1. X Copies of the listed patents, publications, and other information are enclosed for 
the Examiner's use. 



X 



a. 
b. 



This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 

Application No. , filed . The references 

listed on the attached form were submitted to and/or cited by the Patent and 
Trademark Office in this prior application and, therefore, are not required to be 
provided in this application. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed within three months of the filing date of the national application (other than a 
CPA), within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international application, before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action 
after the filing of an RCE. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the period set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) but before the mailing date of 
a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, and is accompanied by: 

a certification statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e); or 



X the submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). Check No. \hX\V\ 
the amount of $180.00 is enclosed. 
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5. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.704(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is 

accompanied by a statement that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart application. Such communication was received by 

an individual designed in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) on , 

which is not more than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

6. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 

filed after the mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113, a 
Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution, but before or simultaneous with payment of the issue fee. The 
Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a certification statement as 
specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) and the submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.1 7(p). Check No. in the amount of $ 1 80.00 is enclosed. 

7. X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. 

§§ 1.16, 1.17 and 1.18 which may be required during the entire pendency of the 
application, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 03-1740. This 
authorization also hereby includes a request for any extensions of time of the 
appropriate length required upon the filing of any reply during the entire 
prosecution of this application. A popy of this document ig pncloged. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 




Jeffrey M. Sakoi 
Registration No. 32,059 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1713 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed 
envelope as first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1, on the below date. 

Date: t^pfcfet^ cZi^^&tl 
JMS:pt ' 
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